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lf the atom 
could split 
the veto— 


T is hard to believe that the 

Russians are serious in their 
proposal to outlaw atomic war. 
No nation has been more sar- 
donic about the futility of the 
Kelloge pact. Yet Mr. Gromyko’s pro- 
posal is simply the Kellogg pact all 
over again. To present it as a 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


possible means of controlling the 
atomic weapon while leaving the veto- 
power intact is naive indeed. Since 
the Russians are not naive, one must 
suppose that their purpose is to gain 
time while they try to make up their 
minds about their real answer to the 
challenge of our time. 

Mr. Baruch’s proposal, presented 
to the United Nations on behalf of the 
USA government, with which Britain 
has declared entire agreement, is quite 


eategorical. The subject of atomic 
power ‘ 

veg atraight to the veto power contained in 
the Charter of the United Nations. ... The 


Charter permits penalization only by the con- 
eurrence of each of the five great powers ... 
There must be no veto to protect those who 
violate their solemn agreements not to develop 
or use atomic energy for destructive purposes. 


Since Russia appears to regard the 
veto-power as sacrosanct, and has in- 
deed already made a practice of using 
it in matters where its use was never 
contemplated, the position is now that 
the irresistible force has met the im- 
movable object. If the Russians do 
not give way, an armaments race in 
atomic weapons is quite inevitable. 


Great step forward 


THE American offer, judged by the 

standards of power-politics, is 
generous and indeed revolutionary. 
‘To a real international authority 
(that is, one with the effective power 
to prevent any natton from having 
atomic bombs) the USA is prepared 
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CARRYING ON 


¥ YTHILST London, clearing up the soaked 

debris of the Victory Parade (and the 
taxpayers wondering whether they have had 
their money's worth for the £135,000) carries 
on, the Times says that a major clash is 
coming in the Atomic Commission over the 
rival plans for controt. Evidently the warld 
is net yet safe for the split atom. 

In Bikini 

After the next conflict The Observer re- 
minds us ‘‘the resulting triumph if there is 
one will be a march past of a score of scientists 
who will have waited two or three years for 
the fumes to clear the ashes of their total 
havoc.”” Yet the military mind still carries 
om in the shape of Admiral Blandy, ‘ ring- 
master for the Bikini show,” who has just 
sailed away into mid-Pacific to destroy his 
arkful of animals in atomic tests—not like 


his famous predecessor to save them from 
the Deluge. 


In Trafalgar Square 


The PPU in its own way is also carrying 
con. It is timely that our demonstration 
against conscription should take place in 
Trafalgar Square which was so recently the 
central scene of victory rejoicing. We need 
your help. Contributions to this fund, an 
important part of our income, have fallen to 
Jess than one half ‘of our budget estimate of 
about £10 per week. If you think our carry- 
ing on worth while, help us by sending more 
to swell the contributions 


In Headquarters’ Fund 
MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 

Joint Treasurers. 


Contributions to HQ Fund since June 14: 
£8 2s. 6d. Year's total to date: £225 2s, 4d. 


Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund.” to the Treasurers at 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


‘Operation Josep 


plans are ready 
SIR JOHN ORR GETS ‘O.K.’ FOR 
WORLD FOOD BANK 


- PERATION Joseph,” the great emergency 
food plan, was explained by Ritchie Calder, 


just back from the Washington 


Friday. 


This was a clear test of the nation’s willingness to 
Given that, famine could be eliminated for 


co-operate. : : 
the first time in history. 


Amid all the confusing figures one fact was definite:} Council. dd 
the pending harvest must fall at least ten million tons|many took petition 


food 


short of requirements—the fc 
million 


needed in a year by 500 
people. 

At Washington Sir John Boyd Orr 
had got instructions to press forward 
with his plan. 

Mr. La Guardia, Director-General 
of UNRRA, told the conference that 
it needed a permanent organization 
‘'to take human lives off the ticker- 
tapes of Chicago.” Clinton Ander- 
son, US Secretary of Agriculture, 
“now being very heavily savaged by 
the Food for Freedom organization, 
representing 50 million Americans,” 
must welcome such declarations. 

In open. session each country 
entered special pleading, but. once in 
committee, said Mr. Calder, the. prob- 
lem had been genuinely thrashed out 
by technicians. As a result, they 
now had independent fact-finding for 
the first time. Second, they had 
agreed on important measures of con- 
servation by setting targets, such as 
the 85 per cent. minimum extraction 
rate, and by banning industrial use of 
grain. 

But it was vital to make the following 
harvest the greatest ever, Here Sir John Orr's 
““ World Food Rank” would buy surpluses and 
store them against lean years—"* Operation 


Joseph.” This could be the great. hyphen be- 
tween all international organizations. 


The problem had to be seen as a 
whole. For instance, India’s current 
gap in grain was 3,000,000 tons, which 
was just equal to her annual loss by 
pests. 

It was very disquieting that Russia 
remained outside. Not only was she 
a great producing country, but she 
now controlled all the grain belts of 
Europe, including Poland, where one 
of the things the Germans had done 
was to put Polish agriculture on a 
sound footing. 


Ea 

Today at Kingsway Hall Mr. G. D. H. 
Cole speaks (1.15 p.m.) on * World Economics 
—Britain and USA.” Next Friday, July 5, 
John Middleton Murry, editor of Peace News, 
speaks on “Is Peace Possible?” That is the 
end of the present series. 


ference, to a National Peace Council audience last 


AID 


world food con- 


h ‘(Trafalgar Square Demonstration 


CONSCRIPTION NO 


TO PEACE 


Call to tackle causes of war 


LARGE number of people heard the case 

against conscription in Trafalgar Square on 

Sunday when a demonstration on this issue was 
held by the Peace Pledge Union. 

Various aspects of the case were presented 

by eight speakers and signatures were collected 


for the petition sponsored by the No Conscription 


The faith and 
constancy of 
Arthur Ponsonby 


ATIENCE and _ tolerance; 

quiet humour and firm in- 
tegrity: these were the impres- 
sions of Arthur Ponsonby re- 
iterated at the meeting held by 
PPU in appreciation of his life 
and work at Friends House, 
London, on Friday last. 


Stuart Morris, presiding, gave 
the meeting the Prime Minister’s 
apologies for absence. Only 
official business kept him, the 
Minister of Food, James Hud- 
son, MP, and, doubtless, Lord 
Pethick-Lawrence, away. 


Arthur Ponsonby had _ secured 
135,000 signatories to his Peace 
Letter. Subsequently he had become 


Chairman of the WRI and then a 
sponsor of the PPU. His service to 
us was beyond praise: it was time- 
less. 

Sir Charles Trevelyan recalled the 
opportunity he had to test the courage 
and constancy and faith of Arthur 
Ponsonby during the First World 
War. Less than a dozen MPs were 
outspoken against it, but the first to 
speak was Ponsonby. He did not 
command attention, but he got it. 
His humour gave him an almost 
whimsical approach to men by recog- 
nizing weakness while not despising 
it. As his books revealed, he had 
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In addition to those who signed it on the spot 


forms away. A considerable quantity 
of Peace News and other publications 
was sold. 

Stuart Morris presided. He 
stressed the fact that the organizers 
did not wish people to sign the 
petition merely because they were 
emotionally stirred. 

Though not a _ pacifist, Walter 
Padley spoke—because, as he said, 
conscription was incompatible with 
the kind of society that the British 
people wanted when they put in the 
Labour Government. He attacked 
the notion that we must have con- 
scription in order to occupy Germany. 
Military occupation, far from des- 
troying the spirit of nationalism and 
Nazism, must inflame it. 

Only unified economic planning for the 
prosperity of the whole of Europe, fostering 
fraternal co-operation between all its 
peoples, could bring peace, wnd it that 


Policy were pursued conscription was 
emtirely unnecessary. 


Rosalind Rusbridge rebutted the 
argument that conscription was an in- 
vestment against war. Given the 
atom bomb, mass armies of conscripts 
would be worse than useless, 

It was essential that the nations 
should agree on atomic control but if 
they failed conscription would make 
no difference. 

Philip Millwood appealed to his 
hearers not to allow their boys to be 
trained in the doctrine that it was 
necessary for them to kill their 
fellow men. 

Sybil Morrison emphasized the fact 
that if conscription were introduced 
it would be due to the apathy otf the 
British people. Once it was imposed 
should we ever be able to :rct rid of 
it? she asked. Now was the time to 
protest. 

War could not be abolished by conscription 
but only by the removal of the causes of 
war, 

Roger Page focussed attention on the pur- 
pose behind conscription—to turn men into 
efficient killing units—and Phyllis Valance 
pointed out the absurdity of conscripting our 


young people to prevent the young people of 
Germany being conscripted. 


The following excerpts are taken 
verbatim from the address of 
General MacArthur before the 
opening session of the Allied Con- 
trol Council in Tokyo, Japan, on 
April 4,1946. They are reproduced 
from Fellowship. 

HILE all the provisions of 
this proposed new [Jap- 
anese] Constitution are of 
importance, and lead individu- 
ally and collectively to the 
desired end as expressed at Potsdam, 
I desire especially to mention that 
provision dealing with the renuncia- 
tion of war. Such renunciation, 
while in some respects a_ logical 
sequence to the destruction of Japan’s 
war-making potential, goes yet 
further. 
Japan thereby proclaims her faith 
in a society of nations, governed by 
just, tolerant, and effective rules of 


universal social and political morality, 
and entrusts its national sovereignty 
thereto. 

The cynic may view such action as 
demonstrating but a childlike faith in 


a visionary ideal, but the [realist] 
will see in it a far deeper significance. 

He will understand that in the 
evolution of society it became neces- 
sary for man to surrender certain 
rights theretofore inherent in himself 
in order that states might be created 
vested with sovereign power over the 
individuals who collectively formed 
them—that foremost of these iin- 
herent rights thus surrendered to the 
body politic was man’s right to resort 
to force in the settlement of disputes 
with his neighbour... . 

The proposal of the Japanese gov- 
ernment—a government over people 
' who now have reason to know the 


‘The imperative need is to renounce war’ 
so says GEN. 


MacARTHUR 


complete failure of war as an instru- 
ment of national policy—in effect but 
recopnizes one further step in the 
evolution of mankind, under which 
nations would develop, for mutual 
protection against war, yet a higher 
law of ‘international, social, and 
political morality. ... 


Hope of survival 


There can be no doubt that both 
the progress and survival of civiliza- 
tion is dependent upon the timely 
recognition of the imperative need for 
some such forward step; upon elim- 
ination from iinternational relations 
of the suspicion, distrust and hatred 
which inevitably result from power 
threats, boundary violations, secret 
manceuvering, and vielation to public 
morality; dependent upon a_ world 
Jeadership which implements the 
will of the masses who abhor war 
and upon whom falls the main weight 
of war’s ‘rightful carnage; and, 
finally, is dependent upon the develop- 
ment of a world order which will per- 
mit a nation such as Japan safely to 
entrust its national integrity to just 
such a higher law to which all peoples 
on earth shall render themselves sub- 
servient, 

Therein 
peace. 

I therefore commend Japan’s pro- 
posal for the renunciation of war to 
the thoughtful consideration of all 
the peoples of the world. The United 
Nations Organization, admirable as 
is its purpose, great and noble as are 
its aims, can only survive to achieve 
that purpose and those aims if it 
accomplishes just what Japan pro- 
poses unilaterally to accomplish 


lies tke road to lasting 


through this Constitution—abolish 
war ag a sovereign right. 

Such enunciation must be effected 
by action—not words alone—and 
open, undisguised action which invites 
the confidence of all men who would 
serve the cause of peace. The pre- 
sent instrumentality to enforce its 
will—the pooled armed might of its 
component nations—can at best be 
but hypothetical so long as nations 
still recognize as co-existent the 
sovereign right of belligerency. 

No thoughtful man will fail to 
recognize that with the development 
of modern science another war may 
blast mankind to perdition, but still 
we hesitate, still we cannot unshackle 
ourselves from the past. Therein 
lies the faith in the future—a faith 
that, as in the past, the world can 
somehow manage to survive yet an- 
other universal conflict, that irre- 
sponsible faith. 

_ We sit here in Council, representa- 

tives of the military might 
and moral strength of the modern 
world. It is our responsibility and 
our purpose to consolidate and 
strengthen the peace won at the 
staggering cost of war. 

. . . It ig incumbent upon us to 
proceed ion the high level of universal 
service thot we may do our full part 
toward restoring the rule of reason to 
international thought and_ action. 
Thereby may we further universal 
adherence to that higher law in the 
preservation of peace which finds full 
and unqualified approval in the en- 
lightened conscience of all of the 
peoples of the earth. 


(With acknowledgments to Fellow- 
ship, New York, May, 1946.) 
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The One Enemy 


T should not really surprise 

us if those who have been 
encouraged to treat Nazis “like 
animals” begin to treat animals 
like Nazis. The conveyance of 
several thousand goats and pigs into 
the mid-Pacific for the express pur- 
pose of being maimed, blinded and 
blown to pieces in the interests of 
military science is a small thing com- 
pared with the horrors of the past 
decade. Yet it serves to remind us of 
the callousness engendered by six 
years of war. At any time before 
1939 there would have been an outcry 
in this country against such bar- 
barity; now all we meet with is a 
shrug of the shoulders implying, 
“such things are necessary for de- 
fence.” 


We should learn to beware of that 
shrug. It must have been a common 
sight in Nazi Germany when news 
leaked out, for example, that “lower 
elements’ were being used for scien- 
tific experiments. After all, these 
were condemned already—and was 
jit not in the interests of medicine? 
The stages are easy and almost im- 
perceptible by which a nation slides 
into the abyss of bestiality uncovered 
at Auschwitz and Dachau, 


This country has-still far to go be- 
fore reaching that level. Though we 
starved a good many thousand Ben- 
galees in 1943 because national de- 
fence demanded the ships in which 
food might have been conveyed, we 
have never made a policy of system- 
atic extermination; and though we 
have imprisoned men in England for 
doing what we hanged some in Ger- 
many for not doing—namely, putting 
conscience before military commands 
—we do not beat them up or shoot 
them out of hand. 


Our descent _has been alarming all 
the same. During the «war there 
was one little phrase which’ told the 
tale: “to shorten the war and save 
lives.” Plausible enought (till we re- 
member that more lives can be lost 
In a minute than a year), it was 
coined by Hitler to justify the de- 
struction of Rotterdam, popularized 
by the Archbishop of York, and used 
finally to justify the destruction of 
Hiroshima. Thus the atrocity of 
yesterday became the policy of today 
and the boast of tomorrow. Hitler is 
dead, but his soul goes marching on. 


There is only one enemy in the 
world to-day. It is not Russia and 
her Communist Fifth Columns, as 
Mr. Churchill would have us suppose; 
still less is it Germany and the im- 
prisoned relics of Nazism. It is not 
a nation at all, but a doctrine—the 
doctrine that any means igs justified 
bv the end. And it is more alive in 
Europe today than it was in 1933 or 
1939. This doctrine was first openly 
enunciated by Lenin, and the Com- 
munists are still its most redoubtable 
champions; but it was hardly less 
consistently subscribed to by Mr. 
Churchill himself in time of war. It 
is a perfectly logical principle, so 
long as we believe that our end will 
automatically be assured by a par- 
ticular economic or international set- 
up, and_that by the triumph of our 
side. But grant the principle, and 
persecution will follow sooner or later 
as a matter of course. Only those 
who repudiate this principle repudi- 
ate persecution; and only those who 
repudiate war can effectively repudi- 
ate this principle. 


There is all the difference in the 
world between the doctrine that the 
end justifies certain bad means, and 
the doctrine that the end justifies any 
means however bad. It is the differ- 
ence between compromise and sur- 
render. We all compromise our con- 
sciences—even the Absolute Pacifist 
pays his taxes on food—but the future 
of the world depends upon our refusal 
to surrender: militarism is only the 
most thoroughgoing moral defeatism. 
To resist the gospel of pure ex- 
pediency wherever it manifests itself 
—abroad, at home, and above all in 
ourselves—that is the first command- 
ment of pacifism. 


is a 


This 


whole world has any desire to 


fight anyone again 


says C. E. 


M. JOAD 


concluding the case against 


ONSCRIPTION is, then, the 

negation both of de- 
/mocracy and freedom. Our 
imaginary barrister might add 
two subsidiary points. First, 
that all large armies have been 
composed of pressed men. This is 
true even of the large armies which 
have fought in ideological wars of, 
for example, the French Revolution- 
ary, the Spanish Republican and the 
American Civil War armies. The 
largest known army of volunteers 
was that which England gathered in 
the first years of the 1914-1918 war; 
but in this case the moral and 
economic pressures applied were so 
severe that it is doubtful if most of 
the “volunteers” could have been said 
to be voluntary. The conclusion 
seems to follow that, if corfscription 
were abolished, wars would either not 
occur at all, or they would be fought 
by comparatively small forces and 
the devastation and misery they 
caused would be correspondingly less. 


Mystie loyalty 


As a second subsidiary point it 
might be urged that in practice con- 
scription has been found to be an in- 
strument which oppressive govern- 
ments have used to rivet the chains of 
their regimes upon their peoples by 
the simple process of depriving them 
of the power to resist. All totalitarian 
states are conscript states. Consider, 
for example, the implications of the 
ability to call a young man to the 
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Mr. Isaacs, Minister of Labour, 
gave the following figures in answer 
to a recent question in the House of 
Commons. 

It ig estimated that the number of 
boys reaching 18 in the period 1st 
October, 1945 to 24th May, 1946 was 
about 220,000. Of these, about 
146,000 have now joined the Services. 
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colours whenever a crisis occurs, there 
to indoctrinate him with the propa- 
ganda of a mystic loyalty to the 
State and, what is more to the 
point, to the government of the 
day as the representative of the 
State; to punish him if he resists; or 
to instil into him a habit of mind 
which accepts orders, which responds 
to discipline, which does not easily 
ask questions or raise objections. All 
this entails a surrender to the State 
of the enjoyment of the unfettered 
activities of the human reason, the 
natural birthright of every free man, 
and a substitution of the obligation 
to undertake as an act of unquestion- 
ing obedience the duty of killing one’s 
fellow men whenever the State con- 
siders the mass slaughter of the 
citizens of some other State to be in 
its interests. Reflect also upon the 
power which conscription confers on 
the government to use this same con- 
scribed man to stifle any expression 
of dissatisfaction or resentment 
among its own subjects, or to recall 
him to the colours to break the strikes 
which they declare to give effect to 
their dissatisfaction. . 


Ww 


CONSCRIPTION 


Last week in these columns Dr. 
against Conscription and could find no valid reason for its continuance. 
Here, in his concluding article, he discusses the advent of the atom 
bomb, against which, he declares, there is no defence. 


Joad outlined three arguments 


When we remember this tendency 


to provide from every fresh batch of | 
conscripts a special class or caste of | 
thug of the Praetorian Guard, Storm | 


Trooper, or trained Party Member 
type, to act as a permanent body- 
guard to the government; when, look- 
ing back over history, we call all 
these things to mind, how can we 
wonder that the powers and abilities 
which conscription confers upon the 
government have lent a_ powerful 
impetus to the growth of Totaliarian 
and gangster regimes and have proved 
the enemies of democracy, whenever 
they have been taken and exercised? 


But let us now suppose that the 
general argument against conscrip- 
tion is rejected, but that it is insisted 
that conscription may sometimes be 
valuable and even necessary. Is the 
present such a time? Our imaginary 
barrister would ‘argue emphatically 
that it is not, and for two reasons. 
First this a moment of time in 
which no common man anywhere in 
the whole world has any desire to 
fight anyone again. Consider .our 
own case. Against whom do we arm? 
The Japanese or the Germans? But 
they lie helpless. Against some other 
power outside the ranks of the Big 
Three? But our strength in relation 
to any such power is already over- 
whelming. Against the Americans or 
the Russians? But war against 
America or Russia would mean _ the 
end of civilization. 

Surely, this is the lesson which the 
atomic bomb brings to us, a lesson 
which we must learn or perish, that 
another war means the end, soberly 
and literally the end of the civilized 
world. Herein lies our second reason, 
namely, that the large bodies of men 
hich conscription gathers together 
into armies and air forces are of no 
avail as a protection against atomic 
weapons. 


Whether atomic energy is projected 
through the air in the shape of rocket 
bombs, or sprayed in the form of 
fluids or gases of disintegrated atomic 
matter from aeroplanes in_ the 
stratosphere, there is no _ defence 
against it. Indeed, the larger the 
aggregation of man, the better the 
target they afford. (Nor are aggre- 
gations of armed and drilled men 
exempt from this generalisation). 
Countries with vast hinterlands for 
dispersal, such as Russia and China 
might, conceivably, avoid destruction; 
but for Hiroshima and Nagasaki— 
and, we may add, for London or 
Liverpool—there is no such chance. 


For all these reasons, our barrister 
might conclude, the adoption of 
peace-time conscription, appearing as 
it does when dispassionately con- 
sidered to be defensible on no objective 
ground, is a testimony to nothing but 
the familiar truth of history that 
victory in war is achieved only at the 
price of absorbing the very poison 
against which the war was fought, of 
succumbing to the very dangers which 
it was designed to avert. As so often, 
the physical victors insensibly adopt 
the ideas and methods of the 
physically vanquished. Thus, the 
physical vietors are also the spiritu- 
ally vanquished. 


FROM PEACE FNEWS TEN YEARS AGO 


June 27, 1936. London Conference. 
Delegates from every shade of politi- 
eal, religious, pacifist and peace 
opinion have been invited to a con- 
ference on the question of peace and 
the present situation, organized by 
the London District Committee of the 
Communist Party, to be held in the 
Memorial Hall, on July 4. The or- 
ganizers are anxious to have every 
opinion of their policy expressed. 

The Peace Pledge Bookshop, opened 
on June 24 by Canon H, R. L. Shev- 
pard and Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., 
has been established in connection 


with the PPU, the official title of the 
movement started by “ Dick” Shep- 
pard in October 1934. . 
FRANCE. M. Blum, now Prime 
Minister, has on more than one occa- 
sion declared that he favours the 
reopening of the Disarmament Con- 
ference for the conclusion of a con- 
vention, if necessary without Ger- 
many at first, which would prove be- 
yond doubt France’s good faith. This 
he would then present to Germany,,if 
she had not signed, so that if she then 
signed disarmament could proceed, 
and if she did not sign her aggressive 
intentions would be proved. 


moment of time in which no common man anywhere in the 


Basie Issues 
No. 9 


INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION 


This is the last instalment of the draft 
interim report of the International, In- 
dustria] and Social Order Committee of the 
PPU. 

Comment and criticism will be welcomed 
by the committee in preparing the final 
draft, and should be sent to its Secretary, 
Dr. A. K. Jameson, at 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


SECTION EIGHT : 


1 If the system we have envisaged 

** within one country were univer- 
sally adopted, then international 
organization could be of the simplest 
nature. 

> Even its adoption in one country 

would reduce international ten- 
sions, but it igs probable that as one 
country progresses in the direction 
we desire, others will also be 
moving in the same direction,. 
though not necessarily at the same 
pace. This would contribute to a 
more speedy removal of inter- 
national rivalries and the poten- 
tialities of war. 

2 Nations in which political and 
* economic power have been de- 
centralized are likely to be less 
aggressively nationalistic than 
highly centralized States. 

4 While political and economic 
* nationalism is a menace to 
peace, cultural nationalism is an 
expression of the variety of human 
nature and a natural bond between 
those who have common historical 
and cultural traditions, and for 
those reasons it should be preserved 
and encouraged. Such nationalism 
is neither exclusive nor competitive; 
it should therefore encourage 


greater appreciation of the value’ 


of differing cultures. 
ie In the immediate future, nations 

+ will probably be compelled to co- 
operate in some measure for 
reasons of economic necessity and 
fear of war. This should provide a 
breathing space during which the 
idea of the new society can spread 
and gradually permeate  inter- 
national organization. One of the 
ways in which this can be brought 
about is by establishing and de- 
veloping contact between groups in 
different countries having a com- 
mon outlook and those engaged in 
co-operative experiments. 

Although elimination of 

economic tensions will greatly 
lessen the danger of war, there are 
other factors which might cause it, 
such as personal, group and 
national ambitions and animosities,. 
love of power and glory, desire to 
spread an ideological creed. 

Pi The world organization we en- 
* visage would not supersede 
national governments but would be 
a voluntary federal body discharg- 
ing functions delegated to it by the 
national constituents. This body 
should be created on lines similar 
to those we have laid down for the 
national organization, providing re- 
presentation of the people from the 

lowest levels upwards. 
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Are you getting PPU Journal each 
Get it 
from PN, PPU or Housmans. 


month? No. 3 is now out. 
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Four Quartets Rehearsed 
(Raymond Preston’s Com- 
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Words of Peace No. 176 
STAY AWAKE ! 


A MAN who had the slightest 
“3 awareness of what he was doing 
could not possibly put his finger to 
the trigger of a gun, much less co- 
operate in the making of such an 
instrument. A man who wanted to 
live would not waste even a fraction 
of a moment in the invention, creation 
and perpetuation of tnstruments of 
death. Men are more or less recon- 
ciled lo the thought of death, but they 
also know that it is not necessary to 
kill one another. They know itinter- 
mittently, just as they know other 
things which they conveniently pro- 
ceed to forget when there is danger 
of having their sleep disturbed. To 
live without killing is a thought which 
could electrify the world, if men were 
only capable of staying awake long 
enough to let the idea soak in, 

In our sleep we have discovered 
how to exterminate one another. To 
abandon this pleasant pursuit merely 
to sleep more soundly, more peace- 
fully, would be of no value. We must 
awaken—or pass out of the picture. 

Forward! cry the defenders of the 
great sleep. Forward to death! 

—Henry Miller, ‘Sunday after 
the war.” 


AMERICAN C.O.s 
ON STRIKE 


NEFORE than a hundred Conscien- 
‘YE ‘tious Objectors are now on 
strike in Civilian Publice Service 
Camps in the United States, according 
to The Call, weekly organ of_ the 
Socialist Party in the USA. Since 
the camps came under government 
centro] on March 2, many men have 
been able to clarify the different issues 
involved, with the result that direct 
protests are now being made against 
arbitrary punishment transfers, 
labour without pay, no respect for 
skill and training as well as against 
conscription itself. 

Following the arrest of four “men 
for refusing orders, 83 men have 
already refused work at the Glendora 
Camp, California, for five weeks. As 
public support increases’ so_ the 
strikers are adding to their original 
demands, and now seek a full pro- 
gramme of equality in demobilization 
to the armed forces. 

Meantime, the amnesty campaign 
for the 2,500 COs still in prison, some 
with sentences not expiring until 
1951, has been strengthened by a 


was also a 


to Mr. 


public demonstration, at_ the White 
House on May 11 last. Prisoners are 
reported to be on hunger strike at 
several places. 

The wife of a CO who was 
imprisoned after walking out of a 
Civilian Public Service Camp, picketed 
the White House with her three- 
years-old daughter in her arms. She 
. member of the* special 
delegation which presented a letter 
Philleo Nash addressed to 
President Truman. The letter stated: 

“We respectfully urge, and the 
conscience of America demands, 
that you grant an amnesty to all 
war objectors now serving prison 
terms, and we urge the restoration 
of all rights and privileges to all 
persons stigmatized as felons re- 
sulting from the operation of the 

Selective Training and Service Act 

of 1940.” 

In reply President Truman said 
that the whole matter is being studied 
andywhen this is complete will be 
communicated to the Amnesty Com- 
mittee. 


Giving and caring 

¥ write in support of John Hoy- 
land’s plea for a Famine Pledge 

from all who feel they can rightly 

reduce their personal consumption by 

23 slices of bread daily. 

It is not so much the actual saving 
(although that could be considerable 
if the suggestion were adopted by 
sympathisers overseas as well as in 
this country) but the glad giving in 
a spirit of caring would assist in 
creating right conditions for a growth 
of corporate spiritual power, immeas- 
urably transcending our small in- 


dividual efforts. 
LESLIE A. PALMER. 
21 Carlisle Avenue, 
Swindon, Wilts. 


Beyond headline 


AFTER years of criticism, sug- 
4% gestions, likes and_ dislikes, 
somebody now wants to see humour 
in Peace News . . . what next will 
people demand? To satisfy the 
clamourings of the many diverse 
readers there is only one solution and 
that is to have a twenty-four page 
daily newspaper, in two colours (buff 
edged with yellow) on Sunday. 

Well known writers could be en- 
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BLANDFORD, DORSET, 
ston School. The Annual 
Conference of the Fellowship of Re-| (Middle 
conciliation will be held from Aug. 
3—9. The subject is “Pacifism in 
Practice.” Speakers include the Rev. 


Bryan-/|p.w. 


Macquire, the Rev. Sam Mason, the tion; al 


Rev. Glyn Lloyd Phelps, the Rev. |; k 
Hampden Horne, Dr. Herbert ees 
Hodgkin. Cost £3 7s. 6d. per head, |&™>¢TS 
children under 14 half-price, 
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Gardens, discussion lectures every} 
Sunday, 7.30 p.m., June 30, ‘‘Histori- 
cal Aspects of the Spanish Civil) Manag 
War,” Margaret Nickson, Doreen! (Utd.). 
Moore. London Anarchist Group. 
LONDON, W.C.2. Kingsway Hall, 
Fri., July 5, 1.15 p.m., “Is 
Possible?” J. Middleton 


gaged to contribute far a reading 
public, which, according to comment, 
is not catered for at present. Firstly 
a Peterborough would be handy to 
have on such a paper, one who would 
open his remarks with: “I met two 


LETTERS 


well known pacifists ... at the Bring 
and Buy Sale at Christie’s yesterday, 
buying first editions of the Sheppard 
period.” 

Above all else, a Jane cartoon on 
the back page must be inserted, with 
Jane stripping in the interests of 
peace. Also wanted is a Beverley 
Nichols to review drama companies 
like the North London Players. 

By raising the price one penny, and 
pleading with groups to take extra 
copies, a large paper as suggested 
could be on gale by 2046 A.D. Please 
order your copy early. G. RIGG. 


7 Larkfield Avenue, Kenton, Middlesex. 


‘Fiction and war-guilt 


E. W. P. Veale must be well in with you. 
I notice he has had two letters and an article 
in Peace News in the last eight weeks. Not 
bad going when one remembers how many 
other correspondents’ letters are crowded out 
for lack of space. 


One would have thought such partiality on 
the part of the Editor showed some excep- 
tional quality in the writings of Mr. Veale. 
I, for one, think them just silly. This week 
for instance, he says ‘“‘ the elaborate farce of 
UNO ... because it is based on the fiction 
of Germany’s (and Japan’s), war guilt.’ 
Fiction is a strange word for a pacifist to use 
in this connection because, whatever the 
provocation Germany did start the fighting. 
The occupation of Austria—the attack upon 
Czecha-Slovakig and Poland can hardly be 
iermed fiction. 

It is incomprehensihle tao me that a move- 
ment whose slogan is ‘* War-—we say No” 
can still find room in its official organ for 
the defence of war makers in Germany or any 
other country. If we believe that all inter- 
national problems can be solved by means 
other than the use of war—this surely applies 
as strongly to Hitler as to Churchill. 

ALBERT LEAPER. 
22 Barrington Avenue, Hull. 


Peace - promotion 


Here is a plan to promote Peace. 

Enclose a copy of Peace News in 
letter you send, no matter to whom. 

Or send part of PN. Often a cutting will 
be read, where the full paper might be neg- 
tected. (Psychologically the part may be 
greater than the whole). 

Underline in coloured ink any relevant 
passages in the paper or the cutting. 

For Special People, put 12 cuttings of PN 
in 12 addressed envelopes, and mail these 
every 3 days. 

The longest journey begins with a step. 

It is up to us NOW to win and preserve 
Peace. The wider distribution of our main 
link, Peace News, is urgent and vital! 

DAVID JACKSON. 
Bank, Dublin, Eire. 
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MR. J. HYND 
FORGETS 
9,999 


rpo suggest, as Mr. J. Hynd did in 

the House of Commons last week, 
that only one single offer of thos- 
pitality for abandoned German and 
Austrian children had been received 
from people in this country, 1s to give 
a very false impression and repre- 
sents a grave injustice to the thou- 
sands of English families who so 
readily offered a home for the suffer- 
ing children of Europe. 

One of the most promising schemes 
for the timely rescue of thousands of 
European children from the hazards 
of last winter was actually turned 
down by the Home Office. This was 
sponsored by Air Vice-Marshal H. V. 
de Crespigny who is now Regional 
Commissioner of Scheswig Holstein. 
He planned to transport children 
from Europe by air to this country 
where he had made arrangements for 
their reception ‘in a thospital fully 
equipped with nursing staff to accom- 
modate 2,500 children. In addition 
he had offers of homes for another 
2,500 children. When speaking at 
the great Albert Hall meeting organ- 
ized by “ Save Europe Now ” he said: 
“There is nothing that the RAF 
would rather do.” 


Firm offers of accommodation ‘in 
this country for over 500 children 
were also received by the PPU and a 
further 500 homes in Ireland were 
expected to become available. In 
fact, it is authoritatively estimated 
that, in all, accommodation for at 
least 10,000 children would have been 
readily available if Home Office per- 
mission for the entry of the children 
into this country had been granted. 

As the Home ’Secretary stated in 
the House of Commons on May 30 
last (already reported in PN) per- 
mission has now. been granted to 
allow 1,000 orphaned children into 
this country and a further 11,300 
would be able to visit here for a few 
months. 


“HITLER HAS WON” 


Fact Service Publications have published 
this striking pamphlet (Strickland Press, 6d.) 
It is an indictment of conscription, carefully 
documented, and built up around a quotation 
of Aneurin Bevan in May, 1939, when con- 
scription was introduced. Prominent members 
of the Government will find it hard to go 
back on their speeches against conscription, 
here quoted verbatim. 
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Be acre the War Resisters’ International, 11 
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1 modern comforts. A. and K. “THE FARMER,” 


Journal of 
Tilus- 
Tel.|trated Quarterly promotes natural 
methods with land, livestock, human, 
living. Published from farm where! 
natural farming and animal naturo- 
pathy are ragised by Editor. Con- 
4 ‘ tributors: Sir Albert Howard, Dr. 
Brochure Victor Smith|pink, Dr. Oldfield, ete. Annual sub. 
er Stephen Stoner & Co.. 5s. Newman Turner, Goosegreen 
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SINGLE. FURN. bed-sitting room| 2ubberised 


and kitchen to let, 27s. 6d. weekly.| Brown, 


Own gas stove and meter. 6 Hooking 
Green, Harrow. Middlesex. 

CO URGENTLY needs lodgings 
London mid July. Meals if possible. 
Vegetarian, permanency. Bax 439, 

WOULD ANY Pacifists 
month or Swanage area let bed-/from b 
aitting or bedroom to 
Breakfast if possible. Willing to help|nen’s r 
with house, indoor or out. 
refs. Box 412. 


Tastbou 


Bourne-| 5f 


Highest] ‘ty. De 


SPEAKING 


Pacifist} A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
SANDALS. 
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BOOTS, 
zood stocks. 


charge for anything you requ.|New Malden, 


male C.0.| sevens, men’s elevens. 


Northants. 


Friends, free on application to the 
EDUCATIONAL Friends’ Home Service Committee, 


AND WRITING Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London.) 
(correspndnee. or visit) 5s., PERSONAL 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, _ CO GEN. Builder, registered, hav-| 
ing re-established business now re- 
quires further, working capita]. Par- 
ticulars, apply Box 434. 
YOUNG CO virtuoso pianist, de- 
Parts sires contact professional instrument- 
alists or singer with view to engage- 
ments. Box 442, 
FRIENDS, YOUR Children’s Future 
iia eumuelly, grom Lie 
Dk: will provide at a Life Policy for 
Wilkane Ltd., Dept. 13, £1,594 without Profits; alternatively 
£277 cash. Other Benefits, inelud- 
SHOES, hose, slippers,Jing Educational, as per prospectus. 
Let me quote you free|Frederick Vogt, 21 Poplar Grove, 
Surrey. (Office in 


PRimrose 5686. 
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y assemble, full instructions. 
Felt. Smart, strong. 
Green, Blue or Grey. Adults 
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aby's first size to women’s} London). 


Ladies’, gentle-|_ YOU WILL find true Friendship in 


| Kindergarten 


CONTACT CLUB. Congenial pen 
\friendships for all. Partics., stp., 
\Sec., P.N. 19 Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, 
| Cardiff. 


i} 
SITUATIONS VACANT 


| CHIROPODIST WANTED shortly 
‘in Walthamstow. State quals., age, 
exp. and salary required. Box 436. 


| PEACE NEWS urgently requires 
jan experienced shorthand-typist. In- 
teresting job for someone willing to 
join in the general work of the office. 
Details from the Office Manager, 
PN, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


THERE WILL shortly be a vacancy 
on Peace News staff for a junior 
assistant in the Publishing Dept. 
Wide variety of work including 
switchboard, reception, records and 
genera] duties. Most likely to suit a 
responsible young person but other 
applicants are welcomed. Details 
from above. 


SINGLE COWMAN wanted for 
co-operative farm. Machine milked 
accredited Friesians. Bleasby Grange 


Soc. Ltd., Legsby, Market Rasen, 
; Lines. 
SHERWOOD ( PROGRESSIVE 


Community) School, Epsom, requires 
(1) Teacher to take charge of 
Dept. (2) Craft 
Teacher, also able to do mainten- 
ance work. (8) Person to do some 
cooking and domestic work. 
VACANCY FOR young woman in 
community farm to take full share 
of cooking and domestic work. Apply 
with full parties. to John Middleton 
Murry, Lodge Farm, Thelnetham, nr. 
Diss, Norfolk. 

MOTHER’S HELP. Small mod. 
house. Wirral. Baby 4 months. 
State wage required. Box 437. 


QUALIFIED MEDICAL assistant 


wanted. Please apply to Dr. Thomas, 
St. Clare, Garth Villas, Merthyr 
Tydfil. 


DEVON SEASIDE Guest House 
urgently needs reliable person to cook 
vegetarian meals during present 
summer. Good salary. Box 430. 
COOK-HOUSEKEEPER Required 
Aug. 31—Sept. 13. Two adults and 
two children at seaside holiday 
Clacton. Mod. bungalow. Simple 
cooking. Wage, board, reasonable 
leisure. Box 443. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


YOUTH REQUIRES constructive 
work 3 days week. West London. 
Carpentry or suggestions. Box 435. 


eliable walking shoes special-|the L. and H. C. C. Club. Parties. 
Rothwell, frome ee 89 Reighton Rd., London, 
#5. 2.2. 


mpsey, Shoe man, 


SHORTHAND-TYPIST_ seeks work 
few hours weekly, nr. Central Lon- 
don. Box 433. 


: CO MARRIED, age 20, seeks job. 
in market-gardening, within 30 mileg 


London preferred. 8 yrs. exp. gen. 
farmwork. Write W. G. Crown, 
Rectory Farm Cottage, Woodhurst, 
Hunts. 


S.R.N. AGE 83 years, with 2 yr. 
old child, seeks position as house- 
keeper or children's nurse. Refined, 
progressive, interested in food re- 
form. Box 441. 


JOINER-CABINET maker, 29, seeka 
position. Cathedral or similar town. 
Box 440. 


DEMOBBED CO, 27, H.S.C. Com- 
mercial experience, requires London 
Situation. Box 438, 


TYPEWRITING AND Duplicating 
of every description, Printing, En- 
velopes ete. Price List on applica- 
tion to The Commercial Assistance 
Bureau Ltd., 233 Newton Row, Bir- 
mingham, 6. 


FOUNTAIN PENS repaired prompt- 
ly and cheaply. Unwanted pens and 
parts bought. Weir, 49 Ravel Row, 
Glasgow, E.1. 


GOOD PRINTING of every des- 
eription. Send stp. for quotation and 
specimens. Leighton Dingley & Co., 
70 Brackley Sq., Woodford Green. 


ODD JOBS or part-time employ- 


ment London dist. Released CO now, 
student. Box 423. 


FIRST-CLASS typewriting, dupli- 
cating, ete. Mabel Eyles, 2 Aberdeen 
Park, N.5. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A WORD to the ailing. Do nat 
despair. Start today Send for two 
20-page booklets of encouraging Hfe- 
conserving information about Garlic, 
which comes nearer to a universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
stamps bd. to Allysol Company, Fair- 
light, Sussex. 


ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
traders bks.; attends to all Income 
Tax matters; company formation; 
audits and costing. Provincial clients 
visited without obligation. Box 96. 


Peace News is open for the ex- 
pression of all points of view relevant 
to pacifism. Articles in it, whether 
signed or unsigned, do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the 
weekly organ. Nor does the accept- 
ance of advertisements imply any 
endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 
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World unity or atom bombs)? 


“OBSERVER” CONTINUED 


to surrender everything. It would 
cease to produce atomic bombs, 
destroy its stocks, and hand over all 
its secrets to the Authority. There 
is no denying that it is a great step 
forward: an unprecedented act of a 
nation in a position of commanding 
power in response to unprecedented 
circumstances. If Russia continues to 
insist on retaining the veto-power in 
face of such an offer, all its boasted 
progressiveness will be revealed as 
nothing worth. It will stand forth 
eventually as the great reactionary 
power in the modern world. 

It is only to be expected that, faced 
with such a choice, between abandon- 
ing the basic principles of her policy, 
and being manifest not as the hope, 
but the despair of the world, Russia 
should play desperately for time. 
But even for that purpose she will 
need to think up something better 
than the Gromyko proposals. 


Inspection or veto 


TINHE New Statesman 
raises 

American 

serious. 


Inspection 
since so far 


n (June 22) 
the question whether the 
proposals themselves are 


(it says) would be the crux, 
there has been so sign that any 
of the great Powers would be willing to per- 
mit a UNO commission free access to their 
research institutes or production plants. 

This seems less than fair. Has 
there been any indication that Britain 
would not be prepared to allow the 
right of inspection to a real inter- 
national authority? The fact that 
neither Britain, nor a fortiori the 
USA. is prepared to allow the right to 
a commission of UNO as at present 
constituted: precisuly because the 
veto makes nonsense of such a right. 
And the political point of the Ameri- 
can proposal is that it declares un- 
ambiguously that abolition of the 
veto is necessary if an international 
authority is to be constituted to which 
it can allow such a right, or com- 
municate its atomic secrets. 

To place USA and Britain on a par 
with Russia as all alike refusing to 
permit inspection is to misrepresent 
the true position. The American pro- 
posal is a definite offer to surrender 
sovereignty in this crucial province. 
It is endorsed by Britain. Nothing 
like it has come from Russia, as yet. 


Jealous secrecy 


f{MHAT is not meant to incriminate 

Russia. Russia has had more 
eompelling reasons to insist on the 
sancrosanctity of national sovereignty 
than other nations, because she has 
been convinced that other nations 
were bent, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, on destroying her social and 
political system. That was true, in 
the main, but the habit of jealous 


secrecy, understandably, persists. But 
if it is continued much longer, it will 
lead to world-disaster. 

An invaluable book has just been 
published in USA which Vera Brittain 
It is a carefully edited 


has sent me. 


NORTHAMPTON BREAKFAST: 


Sun., July 7, 8.30 


Mrs. David Hofman 
“This Earth One Country ” 


1939-1946 RE-UNION 
Sat._Sun., Aug.. 31—Sept. 1 
Stuart D. Morris and Rev. Reginald 
Glanville. 


Ambulance Unit 
POST-WAR SERVICE 


Friends 


provides socially constructive 
service for Christian pacifists. 
Write now for details of the 


August Training Camp 
4 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 


The Reply to Prof. Field: 
“The Case for Pacifism and 


Conscientious Objection” 
(2s. 9d.; by post 3s.) 


The three parts, 72 pages, finely 
bound in full cloth boards. 


—_. 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


symposium of the views of the most 
eminent atomic physicists of America 
on the world-situation produced by 
the atomic bomb. It bears the 
seloquent title: “ One World, or None.” 
One contributor, Dr. Szilard, whose 
experiments at Columbia University 
were fundamental to the uranium 


project, puts the problem thus: 

The issue that we have to face is not whether 
we can create a world-government before this 
century is over. That appears to be very 
likely. The issue that we have to face is 
whether we can have such a world-government 
without going through a third world-war. 


But a third world-war would not 
be simply another world-war: it would 
probably be a catastrophe from which 
our technological “civilization” could 
not recover. 


Fear into - what ? 
So the question becomes: Are two 
rival conceptions of society, in- 
corporate in USA and Russia, to con- 
tend for the empire of the world by 
atomic warfare? Unless the control- 
ling minds on both sides become 
genuinely convinced that these 
systems can not merely co-exist, but 
dwell together with amity, prepara- 
tion for atomic war will continue. I 
find it hard to imagine that during 
such a period mutual suspicion and 
mutual fear should not grow more in- 
tense, and the conviction that each 
side was preparing an attack against 
the other reach a point at which pre- 
ventive war would seem the only 
issue, 

But it may not beso. The new fear 
may quickly become so_ intolerable 
that it must be cast aside. But of 
all things I find it perhaps hardest to 
believe that extreme fear can change 
into trust. It may be that the world 
in which we live is now so funda- 
mentally changed by the new poten- 
cies of destruction it contains that 
the empirical axioms of morality have 
no more validity. Mutual fear may 
become so extreme that the force of 
life itself may establish the begin- 
nings of trust. This seems to have 
become the one hope of The Observer 
(June 23). 

We can try, and by al! possible means we 
must try, to limit the peril; but we shall have 
to live with it, and our children will have to 


live with it, until all peril of war itself is 
banished from the earth. 


Hope in bargaining 

UT always beneath the abstract 
question of the possibility of the 
abolition of war now and _hence- 
forward is the concrete question: 
Can the Western world and Russia 
agree, sincerely agree, to live and let 
live? Every human instinct within 
us clamours: Of course, they can. 
But will they? 


Is it not possible, suggests a 
friend, that the protracted and 
apparently disappointing peace- 


negotiations, the wearying process of 
incredibly hard bargaining, is not in 
fact more hopeful than the quick con- 
clusion of a settlement based on 
formulae of which there is complete 
divergence of interpretation? Are we 
not actually now engaged in the pro- 
cess of shedding illusions, dissociating 
habitually associated ideas, which is 
necessary if there is to be real un- 
derstanding between systems of 
thought so divergent as-the Russian 
and the Western? 


American turmoil 


TPFHE chaotic struggle of internal 
politics—a kind of all-in wrest- 
ling of all against all—in USA bodes 
ill for the future of the world. The 
major factor in the tussle has been 
the determined and unremitting 
pressure of the interests—among 
which organized Labour must be in- 
cluded—to break down price-control. 
By. a proposal of the Senate all price- 
ceilings on meat, poultry and dairy- 
products were to be removed imme- 
diately. Since one of the chief 
eauses of the extreme world-shortage 
of cereals is that the American sur- 
pluses have been fed to livestock, the 
Senate’s move would immensely aggra- 
vate the world-shortage by making it 
even more profitable than it has been 
to turn cereals into animal products. 
The contrast between the position 
of American and that of British 
agriculture is extreme. Batween the 
triumprant laisser-faire which has re- 
asserted itself in USA and the Russian 
policy of non-co-operation now ex- 
tended to the chief grain-producing 
areas of Europe, Sir John Orr’s in- 
spiring dream of a genuine world-food 
organization is in danger of fading 
into a queue of hungry nations. 

It is one of the many consequences 
of Roosevelt’s fateful decision to drop 
Henry Wallace for Harry Truman, as 
his colleague, in the last Presidential 
election. 


‘NOW FOR HYDE PARK 


TF NCOURAGED by the mass Peace 
44 News selling for last Sunday’s 
PPU demonstration in Trafalgar 
Square, we now plan a regular 
selling rota to cover the famous 
pitch opposite Marble Arch. 
London Groups are sending 
volunteers every Sunday afternoon, 
but more helpers are needed, and 
there are many other selling pitches, 
all over the country, we should like 

to see covered. 


Thousands of copies of Peace News 
were street-sold each week up to 
the middle of 1940. A number of 
redoubtable stalwarts have con- 
tinued right through the war and 
we acclaim their loyalty and de- 
votion—Sybil White on Sauchie- 
hall Street; Stan Seamark in 
Northampton; Fred Prior and_ his 
helpers at Bournemouth; Mr. Bur- 
stow’s lone stand each week in 
Reigate; Ronald Page, the most 
persistent peace-vendor in the city. 
To all these and many others the 
movement owes a great debt. 


NJ OW is the time for the rest of us 
** to build up sales again on the firm 
foundations which. they have laid. 
Many who are not accustomed to this 
activity might expect it to be some- 
thing of an ordeal; experience 
proves it to be a stimulating and 
encouraging job. Results are 


seldom spectacular but it is rare if 
some useful contact is not made, 
and not unusual to meet many 
genuinely interested in our move- 
ment and anxious to know more. 


Could you undertake this work for 
peace? If you would like to “ get 
your hand in” with a more ex- 
perienced seller we will gladly link 
you up, wherever possible.  Petr- 
haps you or your group could now 
start a regular selling pitch locally; 
in the market on Saturday after- 
noon, outside the railway station 
or at your local “‘spouters’ corner.” 
Write to us about it, we can help 
you and need your help too. 


Wilkins gets his tribunal 


Bill Wilkins, the Brighton CO, has been 
sentenced to three months civil imprisonment 
without hard labour, the minimum that will 


allow him to appear before the Advisory 
Tribunal. 
* * 
Wilkins’ full story, as told to the Court, 
appears in the July issue of the CBCO 


Bulletin (33. a year post free). 


Arthur Ponsonby meeting 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
confidence that each life contributed 
to a universal purpose. 

The Earl of Darnley spoke of the 
encouragement which Arthur Pon- 
sonby had given him in the Lords, 
where he was now “dreadfully 
missed.” As he had well written: 
“Hot condemnation may seem to be 
good; full comprehension is much 
better.” 

The Bishop of Birmingham, Dr. 
E. W. Barnes, sketched the common 
criticism of pacifists: they were 
irrational with a fierce bigotry, with- 
out cultural background, especially of 
the history of Europe, and, above all, 
humourless. Because he_ personally 
out of his own life refuted the indict- 
ment, Arthur Ponsonby was a par- 
ticularly valuable leader in the 
pacifist movement. Beginning as a 
page-boy at Court, through Eton, 
Balliol, the Diplomatic Service, as 
Secretary to Campbell-Bannerman, he 
was always heeling to the Left—to- 
wards men who out of a hard ex- 
perience of life which had never come 
to him had given strength to the 
idealism of the movement which was 
to bring our Government into power. 

His history was that of a cultivated in- 

dividual with a knowledge of the impinging 

of war upon that culture. 
too many discarded their principles he was 
never a time-server. 

He hated the meanness that seems 
inseparable from war: the greed and 
envy and suspicion of it all. It was 
unworthy of a man, a _ reasoning 
animal. For pompous and unthinking 
certainty he had a shrewd and critical 
understanding. With a love of the 
rich flower of European culture went 
a desire that the poor on whom such 


splendours were built should have ai | 


similar heritage. “He died appar- 
ently a failure,” Dr. Barnes concluded. 
“We here know that he gave of his 
best—a much-needed best—to his 
country.” 

Sybil Thorndike recalled with grati- 
tude “a push down a road” Arthur 
Ponsonby had given her 22 years ago. 
IIe was essentially the non-bigot, 
patient with all people and opinions. 

Richard Ward read passages from 


the autobiographical ‘‘ Life Here and 
Now.” 


up | 


In an age when | 


7>— Swine or men? — 
R. R. T. Paget (Northampton, 


N) Lab.): We are responsible 
for 20 million people in Germany. 
Those people are on rations not 
substantially larger than the 
rations in Belsen. There is not 
enough grain to go round. Is 
that grain going to men or to 
pigs and chickens? That is the 
question. Does any Member 
opposite dare to say that food 
should go to pigs and_ chickens 
when men are starving? 


Mr. Robert Boothby (CE. Aber- 
deen, Con.): I do. 
Mr. Paget: That will be re- 
corded. 
—Commons’ Food Debate, 
June 18. 


} ATER Mr. Boothby asserted 

tha: he had “az “alternative 
solution”—potatoes and herrings 
instead of grain, but he was 
“opposed to the further diversion 
of feeding-stuffs by this country 
to Europe.” Despite “some very 
bad spots,” he said, “in most of 
the country districts of Western 
Europe I believe people are 
better fed than they are here.” 


Fenner Brockway to write 
life of Dr. Salter 


Fenner Brockway, who last week 


resigned his position as Political 
Secretary of the ILP and also his 
editorship of the New Leader, has 
accepted an invitation by friends of 


the late Dr. Salter to write his 
biography. 

Alfred Salter was a pioneer = socialist- 
pacifist. For many years he represented West 


Bermondsey in Parliament, and he was a past « 


hon. treasurer and sponsor of the PPU. He 
retired at the last election and died shortly 
afterwards. 

Fenner Brockway, who disagrees with the 
ILP attitude to the Labour Party, hopes to 
remain in polities. 


UN-COMMON SENSE 


The Illustrated Monthly (4d.) 
(Editor: Ronald Mallone) 
Russian States Stalin’s Case. Cricket. 
New Youth Plans. Report from Germany. 
Overa, plays, films and books reviewed. 
New  pvems, Impartial Political 
Commentary. 

30 Darby Road, Ojidhury, Birmingham. 

(post Id.) or newsagent. 
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; Building Repairs, War 
Damage Claims and Decorating 


BU Cxuurst 3665 


Stanley Page (Builders) 
Woodford Green, Essex 
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“HITLER wos! 


Joint Foreword by:— 


G.B.S. and JOAD 
From HOUSMAN’S (7d. post free) 


Published by 
Fact Service Publications, . 
104 George St., Glasgow, C.1. 


HOLIDAYS 
WE 


GUARANTEE 


That your first post-war holiday 
will be all you can desire 


IF . 
you book through us 
Jersey — from £ 9 2s. 
Switzerland — he eel 
France — » £23 
Inclusive of Travel—Hotel 
accommodation. 


For jurther particulars write: 
HOLMES & HUELIN 


Horns Road, Barkingside, 
Ilford, Essex. 
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